
Little Rabbit and the Moon
Educator Notes

Plot Summary
When Little Rabbit meets the Moon, the two play, dance and discover the wonders of nature in the 
quiet time before dawn. Charming nighttime sceneries and critters fill the pages of this gentle story 
that bridges Earth and Space. Told in soothing prose, this tale of kindness, friendship and play is 
sure to capture the hearts of children and adults alike.

Themes
•	 Exploration

•	 Imagination

•	 Bedtime

•	 Nature

Rich and interesting words: tumbling, fireflies, rippling, chirp

Key Curriculum Learning Areas

Early Years Learning Framework:

Learning Outcome 4 – Children are confident and involved learners

Children can develop creativity and foster their imagination through dreamy, make-believe  
stories such as this.  The simple narrative in this book leaves much room for interpretation and  
creative activities.

Learning Outcome 5 – Children are effective communicators

The rhyme and repetition in this story lead children to anticipate the rhyming aspects. Rhyme and 
repetition encourage children’s language development and foster a sense of enjoyment for a 
range of texts.
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Australian Curriculum
Learning Area: English

Foundation

Literacy: Phonic and Word Knowledge

Recognise and generate rhyming words,  
alliteration patterns, syllables and sounds  
(phonemes) in spoken words (phonological  
awareness)

(AC9EFLY09)

Literature: Analysing, interpreting  
and evaluating

Identify some differences between imaginative 
and informative texts 

(AC9EFLY03)
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Language: Text structure and  
organisation

Explore how texts are organised according  
to their purpose, such as to recount, narrate,  
express opinion, inform, report and explain

(AC9E1LA03)

Literature: Engaging with and  
responding to literature

Discuss literary texts and share responses  
by making connections with students’  
own experiences

(AC9E1LE02)
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Conversation Starters

Before Reading

•	 The front cover is very bright and colourful. What can you see on the cover?

•	 Ask children to make a prediction. I wonder what will happen to the little rabbit and the moon  
in this story?

•	 The illustrations in this book are made with watercolour paints, pencils and ink. Let’s see if we  
can find any other watercolour illustrations.

While Reading

•	 Bats are nocturnal animals. This means they come out at night. Can we think of any other  
animals that come out at night?

•	 “Crickets chirp and Rabbit drums.” Did you know that crickets make a chirping sound?  
Can we think of any other animals that make a chirping sound?

•	 “Pretty pet and big balloon.” With it’s circular shape, the moon could pretend to be any  
number of things. Ask children to use their imagination and think of something else the  
moon could pretend to be.

After Reading

•	 “Craters, lakes and mountains, too.” Many children may not know that the moon has craters, 
lakes and mountains on it. Explore some facts about the moon with some close-up pictures of 
the moon’s surface.

•	 Encourage children to use their imaginations in a dream-scape scenario. Invite discussions  
about where they would go on a magical adventure. Perhaps up into space like Little Rabbit?

•	 The rabbit in the story comes out to play at night, but real rabbits don’t. Rabbits are  
crepuscular, meaning they are most active at twilight hours, mainly dawn and dusk.  
Explore other crepuscular animals, such as kangaroos, bears, deer, foxes, wombats  
and wallabies.

FURTHER ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSIONS

•	 This story is based around the Jade Rabbit, a character from traditional Chinese folklore who 
lives on the moon. The Jade Rabbit is a noble and benevolent creature to whom offerings are 
often made during Mid-Autumn Festival. You can read more about the Mid-Autumn Festival  
and traditional Chinese folklore here. 

Check out the activities on our website littlebookpress.com.au
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About the Author
Inda Ahmad Zahri is an author, illustrator and surgical doctor who creates thoughtful stories with 
themes of nature and family. Originally from Malaysia, Inda and her family now split their time  
between Meanjin/Brisbane and a sandy spot in the Middle East. Inda’s debut picture book  
Salih was a 2022 CBCA Notable, and she most recently authored How to Measure the Ocean.

About the Illustrator
Claire Wee is a Chinese Australian illustrator and artist based on Kaurna Country in Adelaide.  
She uses traditional mediums of watercolours, pencils and ink. Inspired by fashion, nature and 
books, her style is delicate with fine details and texture. Claire works across editorial, advertising, 
and food and wine. Little Rabbit and the Moon is her second picture book, alongside Ten Little 
Guinea Pigs.
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